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hostility to children who have had the audacity to
get born without a preliminary fee to the Church,
grows weaker. In a few States there may exist
prohibitions of remarriage for a guilty spouse; but
this is no real exception to the rule I have laid down,
because the State cannot restrain such persons from
cohabitation outside marriage.

Secondly, it is a matter of elementary justice
that children should be legitimated by subsequent
marriage. This law prevails nearly all over the
world, and the only reason for its not existing in
England, a few colonies, and some of the American
States is the fact that the Barons before mentioned
were seized in 1236 with a fit of anti-clerical spleen.
There are two possible objections to this ; namely,
the high rate of illegitimacy that exists in modem
Scotland and the possibility of two uncongenial
persons being forced into marriage merely for the
purpose of legitimating the child. The higher rate
of illegitimacy may or may not be due to the Scotch
law of legitimation, but whether this be the case
or not I do not think that the fact should stand in the
way of ^,n elementary act of justice to children,
especially as the absence of such a law is often un-
just to certain dependents of a workman under the
Workmen's Compensation Act, who would under
the system here advocated have had preferential
rights conferred on them by the father. The
danger of two really incompatible persons being
forced into marriage would of course not be so
grave under any system of rational divorce.

Thirdly, it is most important that the testa-
mentary law should be reformed, so that a man